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ABSTRACT

Art is a creative medium through which human emotions, thoughts, lived
experiences and social perspectives are expressed. The artistic tradition of Tamil society is
ancient and closely connected with its cultural and social life. Sangam literary works refer to
various artists such as Panars, Kuthars, Porunars and Viralis, revealing the importance of music,

dance, performance and oral traditions in early Tamil society. The Arruppatai works, in
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particular, provide valuable evidence regarding the artistic skills, journeys, patronage
relationships and livelihood of traditional performers. With the passage of time, print media,
radio, cinema, television, the Internet, social media and digital technologies have transformed
the creation, presentation and circulation of art. This study comparatively examines traditional
and contemporary arts, with special attention to Sangam literary evidence. It analyses the
continuity and changes in artistic forms, themes, modes of transmission, social functions, the
position of artists and the influence of technology. Traditional arts preserve the cultural memory
and identity of a community, whereas contemporary arts predominantly respond to present-day
social issues, individual experiences and technological changes. The study argues that tradition
and modernity should not be viewed as opposing forces; rather, contemporary artistic practices
often reinterpret traditional elements in new forms. The continuity and interaction between
traditional and contemporary arts therefore contribute significantly to the preservation,

transformation and future development of Tamil artistic culture.

KEY WORDS: Traditional Arts, Contemporary Arts, Sangam Literature, Panars, Kithars,

Porunars, Viralis, Folk Arts, Tradition, Modernity.
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&evailuilev LTFLURW(LD HMHSHTEVLS &6BIEVW|LD

HeVs  Hevall LDmeooTeUS&efledr  LemLLILITHMeme6v
QTGS mE. UTTLUFIWE FHeneuseT LieoTLIML (B 3{6mL UWITeTg e WL
areuTMMIL Lfl&emeuud apmIGH TM6T. HMETVE &HeneVaeT LS Ul
FBsemer, QFTPHeLmL UL Uwetum@®, SeoflliLlL e LIUmmHmey
AFWamenm eleTisHermerr. eleoTGeu  Hevallulley @ (HeUM S

FHEN6VSEH5 LD @)L 068 Gauetor(hLD.
LIS (B oy WIe6dT &6v0TL M) 6L 561

SOILIfledT SHemev IDJL] FRIGHTVSHCCW FIMLUIL|L 60T
@ (BIHSIETETSI. LITE00TT, 8 &S, QUTBHT, ellmedlwir GUmeTC@mmy &6vf15 5
FHEO6V ILWTETD QUMMIBHSEOTH. @6enF, L6V, LIML6V, [BLLIL]
AFUMe ReTCMHTALTEIM @)60600THH (HHSHE0T. 856M6VEH TS EH5 LD
QUGTEMEVEHERHGID  QemLCBUW  QUTGBETTSTT 2.Mm6e| Q(BhHEHS.
AMHMILILIL @6eVHEHRUIMBIGET SHemevEhiserfler eumpalluleney < mlul
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(P&HH W QLS TIHIGHETTS 9 _6ITET6oT. SMOHHMTVE &6V 6T
QaTlevmIl LSHer 2 salluLedr LUHW UFLemL 60 [HSI6TeTeoT.
SleumMlaewd LMFLUFIWES FaMG6T QSTLIHE @)L D6 L 0GR 60T meor.

(Dl 66

HE6V 6TeTLIS HMVSCHTH mMleormevd n6oflg eumbGelm()
Q& mevoT(H6ITEN SISHET QSTLFL] LDTMIeUFHevemev. LIMTIUFUISES &60608 60T
@@ SFeNGHSHT  eugeumml, UevorUm®, BOUGs, eumbeluliev
AHWaDHenMES STHISH BIMHHRETMET. HFMETEVE SHeMEVSHET BI&HLDETVE
FeNSSH 6T LDMTMHMBIGET, FlEHSH6056T, SHeofln6f1EH 2 60T Jelde6T MM
QaTeLHIL LI 2 VHEMNS QeuelILbH &S5 60T 60T, FHIS%
@evEHWBISGE L @LIQUMILD LTy, Sadbsd, QuUTBBT, elmedlwr
LMW QF WS &6T S El6T &H6mev IDTL| Q& TeTem D UITETSID LILGeumI
5601605 F) M 60185 6061 2 GTEML &SR WGILNTS O BHSHNS
QauefliL(MSsIHTMeoT. UTTFLUFIWLS SHemev&Hemerll LMSSTLILSI
eTeTLIS Sjeumenm MMM 2 M QEFUIeUS Si6eTml; 6umneor
Lieoor LITL_(b) 960 L WLIITITE 60 & U LD FHENVE FLlemuu]Ld
LUM&&HTHSHEHQS&Tor(H UFHW SHensvpenmulermsE gmm euenduilev
LDMIGUIeIEMIDLILICS 2_600T60) L0 UITE0T LMSISTLUMGLD. 6TeoTG6l,
UmyLUflWd  SeneussTer  CauIm&Helld SMH&ETID  IHeT LS

5 66T AT TS G LD & ([HSLILIL6VITLD.

3llq. & (G MILIL 56T

1. Q&MeLaTLILNWLD, Lim &3 6o evorullulev, BITmLIT 88.

2.usSILUTL(H: QUITBBITMMILILIEOL, &) 01 LImeooT THMILILIEoL,
QUBLDLITEoOT THMILILIEML, L0606V LI(H & LITLD.
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3. sl @emeoTs SHValHEHEPsD, S @eusHul  elFeumml,
FHRIGETEVE &HeM6VEHT&H6T LImMIW LIGS.

4. AL @emneooTuld: HeVaNGHENGLD, BITLIQU BITLHLD - &He06VEhT&H 6T
LMl UmLlIUGS.

5. Q& MeLSTLILIWLD, Lim& & emevor il ulev, BTMHLIT 88.
6. G\ MILImeoor TMHMILILIED L — SN MILITE0oT [ LD MHMILD UITLD Q&L [T LITeoT
QF B G6T.

7.QuU@GLUTETTHOILILUEL -  SQWSTT 2 (HE S [J IS 600T600T60T TIT;
GuUIflWmenLy @) 6M&F&H LD GILI(HLDLITEo0T60T.

8.50ILD @emenTls HeValleaWasID, BTLGILILM Bl&HLNESSH&EHM60E6T -
GaUSTH UG Fn GG, QLTSN UG Fadgl.

9. AL @) 60600T WIS B6V60 & &G D, QUITIHBT Q&ML LIT6T al6T8 810,
10. SLOILD @) emevoT S HevellEaLas LD, ellmed Qs mLFLmer elleng&LD.

1. USSILILITL19.60T QLMMILILIEN L BI6LSEHET.

12. QOMILILoL @eERWSHT alleTd:sld - HeVERT 6(IHEUT
LOMAMITIH HEMEVEHT eU6TemedlL LD el BL_ &S5 60.

13. FRIGHETNEG FadHd WLOHMID QUTHNLO Sads UMM SLD
@) 6m600T LIS H6Vl&H NS allemd: s 0.

14.  SuHmILILeML  @eERWSEHL  HemeVEhT8EH e S emLuilevmeor
QNS L6V LDMHMmILD LITeLIT 2_me).

15.6Mm& @evsBWmIGeley Umeoory, ellmedlwy, &Sn&SF, QUITBEHT
S CUWITH 60T G606V LILITIG.

&) 6 GUUTIRITDLIL_1q.LLI6L

e Q& MeLS MUILNWLD - QS MeL& MLILNWIF, Lim & 5 emevor ullulev.
e LUMBITETMI - FHIS @) 6V&H&HIWILD.
* GBI - FHIS @)6VEHT WILD.
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s BGMIHOGTENS - FHIGH @) 6V& G WILD.

* [FMH N 6M)600T — FMHIG B)6V& G WILD.

e LB MMILILIGSI - FHIS @)6V&HE WILD.

e QUITEBBTMHMILILIEDL — (LPL_5 & TLN & 85600T6001 IWLITI.

o G\ MILIMeooT THMILILIEDL — [HEVSVTT 58558 S 60TITIJ.

e QUIHLOLIMEDOT THMILILIEDL — S5LQWLISVTT 2_(1H & H) [J k85 600T600T60T T .

* 10606V LI(HGLITLD — G LI[HHIG 60T M T Q\LI[HMHBIG & 6TF 60T T

e HLOILD @) 60r600T IS G606 &5 L0& LD - SLOILD @)6VEH G W GUTeVTM)I.

e HLOILD @) 60r600T LS B56V6N & ELN&H LD — YL MHMILILIENL @ 6V&&HIWLD.

e HLOILD @) 6mr600T IS B56V6N &8 LN& LD — BITL(HLILM Bl&LDE S8 &H6060561T.

e HLOILD @) 60)600T UG B56V)N & L&D — BITLLQ U [BTL&L0.

e HLOILD @)6M600T LIS S6VN&HELNELD — LIGTOTE0 LU @) 60 & & 5606V 6hH [ &H61T.
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