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Abstract

Trade relations between Tamilakam and China existed from ancient times through
maritime routes. Tamil ports played an important role in connecting South India with East
Asian countries. Sangam literature, travel records, inscriptions, archaeological findings,
and Chinese historical records provide evidence for these trade contacts. Commodities such
as spices, pearls, ivory, textiles, and precious stones were exported from Tamilakam, while

silk, ceramics, and luxury goods were imported from China.

These trade relations also encouraged cultural and religious exchanges between the two
regions. This article attempts to examine the historical background of Tamil-Chinese trade

relations and their impact on Tamil society.

Keywords: Tamilakam, China, Maritime Trade, Cholas, Ports, Cultural Relations,
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SIS Feor(pld LietoTemL Ul &TeSHeNHHCH &L sveaull

QIEOOI&H 2 MEEMET Q&M (hHHeoT. SIPGHS  SIeOMUNSHBIS6T

FPESETHRW BTHHEHLETTET e HEH (WNEHUW LBIEG 61U G S 60r.
FRS Q@QesEHWmsEGer, Uwenllseflar  @GMILILSG6T, SH6v6el(H&eT,
Q&MTeLENWEL  FmOTMISGET MmN Feor  eIFemmHMIs  GMWILIL&6T
@)6URME&HEHHETET S TTHRIGETTS 2 6TaTer. LT, WHSI, SHSHLD,
D600 1 & 8D &6, LI(H& 5 & Sl 6001 GUITeTM M6 S5 55 0 (HH S
FOrHH MG Q&Moo Q&F6veVLILILLeoT. Ferg®Hedmba UL, LM mer
QUITBL&ET LDMHMILD QL DUTL QUTIHL&6T SLPNSESFH MG 61HS60T.
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@eueleoollesn  UevorUML(R WMo Fow UFlimHmbsSEHs L0
STJEOOTIOMS MBS, @Q&EHL(Hen] SIS - FeoT U6 1&H 2 M6 8 6M6T
QUTVTMMI GHMTHEH T TUSHMS.

B MeFQAFTMSET: HLOLNSD, Feorld, HLVETT eUevol1sLD, CEFMDTEET,

S MUNEHMIGET, LIeooT UML) 2-Me)&6iT, BT&HLILILIG60TD, LILGILILTNS.

P eiTEDIED I

SUOP&HID Ll &HTusHeNBHCH 2 608 HT(H S8 EHL 60T
alell&s QSTLIL Q&M mbhes. GMILILME &Levauldl 6l6ollsHsH 60
sUlpIseT WGHs Hmenln QUOHMIBHSHTT. FeordhSIL6TTET 6160015
2 MaSH6ET SUIPSHSHT QUITHETISTT eIeTiFR&HGD  UesormLl ()
U lTOOmSHHGD (WEHEHW  STIoTNNS IeMNHESET.” FMSG STVl
QSMTLMBIS GFMPT &HMTeVld ey SUPEHESH MG FeardsHMmHEGSID @ emnL Gul
USIGUITEOT  GU6D0T &S QSTLILIG6T &MeoorlILILLeor”. (The Cholas - p.312)

SN GHS SIMM(LNEHIGH6T FeoT 61600115 861607 6l ([HEM & WV Q& LHl& 5 60T.
&Levaulf 6ueuoll &8 B edr eueT e G

SUOINTHET SHLLFMT eUell&EEH0 FmbHE  elleTmG e TseT.

QUTGHT QFHEOTRPESTHRW BTHIHET WMHMID FeTHSIL60T 660l &

2 masemer  gouBsSHery.  BrsLUULIQer,  smellflliubul qerD,
QS&TMeNs GLITETMD HeMM(NEHMBIGET 660185 LDWMBIGETTS 66T hIG 6or.
FHIG @eHHWmGL QeusaflBTL(h euenllsan GNMHSH QEFUWIGH &6

& mevor L1 LI (H &) 60T M 60T . MAY - JUNE
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“BemIsL6L lquld Fyailwin CaMH”
LI L9.60TLILIT60I6V LN 6V (LD 2 60 FULD - L. 185.

6T60T &([HS5 I SO &6rfleor &HL6V 616001185 A TUSHNS
QeueflIL(BMS S B MS!.

CEFMPISHEDHLD Feor 6uevvll&(pLD

GFMLT &HMVEH SHIPs - Feor alenllsld WIGHS aleTiFH

QUMME. QUMTRTTY C&FTL6 LDMHMILD @TMTCRHH T CFTLOGT &TeVMHIS6N16V
LML UL HEH STV QeueflBTL (b 6uetofl&HD AP &S5

“GFMOIGET Feol IFISHETILID SMSIHGHWHEHET SIlNwsTe: Feor
QTeMMHMIS GMILILIG6T QS leNl&&HeTm”. Foreign Notices of South India, p. 78)
BITSLILILIQ6TID SemmUNSHLID Feor  euenll&IG&erfledr (WNHESW  emWDWLNTS

eTRISWS. MBI LSS G MTIRIEEHLID 360088 LILIL L] (HHS60T.
JHOIG LHOID @MEGSLS CUTIHLSET
SUP&EE5HOI(BHS FMHMILLG QFWWLILILL QUITJHL 86T

1Slem &
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LG5S 55 6vof]

FrsBHe0(BH S B\M&GSGLLS QFWWLILILL QUITIHL &6T
UL®

LIM1 &5 ITedr Q\LIIT(H L. &5 61T

Feors & (h) 606U 86T

SLL UL QUIT(HL 86T

2_GeVT& LI QLIMT(BHL & 6T

FeoTll LU (Q&6T SOPS TFFHTTOIN QF6V6IHSTHETTELN

et (H &S LILILL_60T.
S160 M (LN & MG 6Tl 65T (L0 &S W & SleuLd
IHIT&LILIL1q.60TLO

CEmpy SHMVEHTHL HTHLILILIQETID (PNSHFHWIDMET 6uellss

SIOMIPHIOTE G (BHSS. TFeor oeUtEHIHT IFHELMSE ahHS
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“BHISBLILULIGTS T HorQLBGSLULLL Fer LIMSTeT GQLTIHL 6T

el &8 Q& TLTL&em6T 2 MG LILI{H S SIS 6dTmeor”
(BWUILNES Q5MeLEN I BLUI6S6T, 1990, LI. 124)
smellflliu bl 1g6oTLD
STl IDLILIQ60TID 2 608 6160118 HSHTLNMS ellemmIG WS,

“QumPlue QUEIBH W LNST CHasH s
L L9.60TLILIT60I6V LGV (LOLD 2 60 TUWLD, -|19.856T 218-220.
6TedTm LML6ev Liev Qumbluflery eumbbs elenlld: HHTHMS
T HSI&GHTLHR M.
FeorL1 LIwevotl & erfleor & MILIL| & 6T
Feorll Lwel&Gefledr @MUY &H6T  SUONEHSH6T  6l6vo|&HEF
Qi eT(HSSIMTEHROTMeT. GMILILIMG LSS 0SS QSTLITL &6 eor
epeuld  SUOl&HLID  Feorfgsmermev  MWLILL L &.Feori&ser SIS 6or
WNeT®, WSS WLmHmID Wweoll&EEmHEmeT WGHS WHLUILLET eUTHmeE

Q&F6OTMEOTI].
LeooTUITL (B LOMMID FLOWES QG ITLITL 6T

611600115 2 M6 56T Liesor LITL_ () LFIlDMHMHIS EH & G LD

QNG S SH60T. LISSI0GD InMHMILD &H606VL1L1600T LITH&6T HLLP& ST MG LD
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FaorsH MG @6l Cu LFeler.hrslULL6ISEH60 AMWDBHHBHS LSS
6N & ITIJ M1 & 6T Feors Q&ML L &6rfleor (P&HGHW FTEOTMI&HET TS S

&HSLILO S 60Tm60T.
Q5 TeLEOIWLIGL &FIT6OTMI S 6T

SU&HESH6T Lew LUGHSHeflev Feor LIMIGTET QUITIHL 6T
LDMHMILD 5 IT600T UL M1 85 67T FH60oT(H L1988 1L (R 6ITemet.” B8 LILIL_1q 60T LD,
SHHIMSE G&MeoTL.  GEFMPLTLD, P&HTGeTd CuUmerm @)L hiserfley
PeOLHH  Ferll  QUTEBLEET SWPS - Feor  euetollss 2 menel
2 MIBLILIGSHR6TMET (QSHMTLEOIWEL CHTHEFH L FRISGHTEUID - L. 96)
@FFTaOTMISHT HLVall elellsn WGHS auemisd QuUOHMIGBGHHMS
QeuerlliL(h &S5 60T 60T .

ST UMp &S UL FMLILL &M 8 MhI&6IT

Feor ealeoollmd  FUAPSHSHET QUITHETTSTT  6U6TIFF 6ol
AH&HEHS. SIOMUWNE BHIHIGE QFPGHer. LIL{H 0L &H6T, Fers
SHOVLIQUMTHBLEET Cumearmenel SLilpTsefledr eaumbéiamasuley LS
LTHMBEIGET ghUBSHer. QeuelBml (G QsTLIL&GET Slprserfler

2 euaLiLmyenelemw allifleyuU( &Seor.

WIge|en

SUOP&SUWLD Feorpd LeoTemL Ul SHTeVSHHHECH 6UsVIaITeoT
U600 858 QGITLITLI86M6IT Q& T6voTLq (T [H S 60T. MAY - JUNE
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sLevauldl elenoflesd @ab BTH &6 ler QUITETTSTT  eUeTFFF &G0
UeootUML(®  UflbmmmsHH&G0n  STJeornns: I bHESS. Fhis
@EVERWMBIGET, Fer eaUFVMMHMIE GSGMILILISG6ET MM Q5 mevedluley
FrermI&eT  SWNS - Feor  alemolles 2 meyseflear WEHRUWSSIEMS
QeuerlliL(h & S8 65T 60T .
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