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Abstract

This study examines the characteristics of female characters in Uma Maheswari’s short
stories and the life-related ideas conveyed through them. It explores how women’s inner
emotions, family relationships, love, sacrifice, compassion, selfishness, harsh attitudes, and
superstitions are portrayed through her female characters. On this basis, the characters are
classified and analysed according to their personality traits and behavioural patterns. The
female characters exhibiting negative traits include Rathnamma in the short story
Manarkumizhu and the mother-in-law in Kanatha Simizh. Rathnamma’s behaviour, in which
she humiliates her widowed daughter-in-law by attributing her husband’s death to the latter’s
horoscope, highlights the adverse effects of superstition on women’s lives. Similarly, the
condition imposed by the mother-in-law in Kanatha Simizh illustrates how family authority
and oppressive attitudes can adversely affect a daughter-in-law’s right to live with dignity and
her psychological well-being. The female characters exhibiting positive traits include Sudha in
Murivu, Avanthika in Violet Jannal, and Amrutha in Amrutha. Sudha’s decision to give her
jewellery to support her younger sisters’ marriages, despite her parental family’s financial
difficulties, demonstrates her affection for her siblings and her spirit of sacrifice. Avanthika’s
act of engaging affectionately with another child to help a mother who is struggling to care for
her infant reveals empathy, emotional maturity, and humaneness. Amrutha’s act of
breastfeeding another hungry child illustrates that motherhood can transcend biological
relationships and find expression through love, compassion, and concern for others. The study
reveals that Uma Maheswari’s female characters are not merely expressions of individual
personality traits but also reflections of familial and social circumstances. Characters with
negative traits expose superstition, authoritarian attitudes within families, the oppression of
women, and complexities in human relationships. In contrast, characters with positive traits
emphasise the values of love, sacrifice, compassion, empathy, and humanity. Thus, Uma
Maheswari’s short stories make a significant literary contribution by portraying women’s inner
emotional worlds, the complexities of family relationships, and the broader realities of social

life with considerable sensitivity and depth.

Keywords: Uma Maheswari, Short Stories, Female Characters, Positive Traits, Negative
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