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Abstract

In the history of Tamil literature, Sangam literature (300 BCE — 300 CE) serves as a
mirror reflecting the ancient life, culture, and ethical codes of the Tamil society. These literary
works divided human life into two major categories: 'Akam' (love, domestic life) and 'Puram'’
(heroism, generosity, politics), and clearly defined the moral principles (Aram/Dharma)

applicable to each.
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During the Sangam period, Aram (righteousness/ethics) was not religiously oriented or
commercially focused, as seen in later ethical texts, but was rather a natural human ethic and a
disciplined way of life. Aram was prioritized among the three major goals of life: Aram
(Virtue), Porul (Wealth/Material), and Inbam (Pleasure/Love). Therefore, Sangam Tamils
centered ethics in all spheres of society, from the chastity of an individual's life to the just rule
of a king. This article will extensively explore the distinctiveness of these ethical concepts
revealed through Sangam literature, their impact on the society of that time, and their various
classifications.
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