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Abstract:

The ancient Tamils were trailblazers in shipbuilding and maritime trade, playing a significant
role in early global connectivity. While many civilizations remained confined to land, the Tamils
navigated vast seas, establishing commercial and cultural links with Rome, Greece, China,
Southeast Asia, and beyond. Their shipbuilding expertise, rooted in both practicality and
innovation, is well-documented in Sangam literature, archaeological discoveries, and classical
foreign records.

Literary works such as Pattinappalai, Akananuru, and Purananuru describe high-masted
wooden ships (navai), bustling port cities like Poompuhar and Musiri, and skilled navigators who
undertook long voyages. Tamil shipbuilders used durable woods like teak and neem, coated
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vessels with natural sealants, and integrated wind-driven sails, indicating a nuanced
understanding of naval architecture.

Archaeological sites like Arikamedu and Poompuhar, along with Roman coins and imported
pottery, reinforce the evidence of a thriving seaborne trade. Foreign accounts by Pliny, Ptolemy,
and Hiuen Tsang further attest to the Tamil maritime legacy.

This study highlights how Tamil shipbuilding was not only technologically advanced but also
enabled sustained transoceanic exchange. Traditional boatbuilding practices in parts of Tamil
Nadu today reflect this enduring heritage, underscoring the ingenuity and global vision of ancient
Tamil society

(N 6EOTSDI M :

UeotemL W ST BrsKlebd, 2608 eaugeummmley  HeoflHSialln
Qumm, urgbuflug ApliLnd HJmlejll QUIBEOUWLD UMWIbBEH 66oTml
AGW. 20Her L BrsFlsmiser BlesCsTH WG LULIQMmHS

SHTVSTHNID, SIPT HLEOH6V HTEOT 2 VHEHMS 6U60I&ID, HEVTEFMTFLD,
lallwer sBweumnler auPblumng QSMTL eaubSalTs6r. BlevsCsHmMh
@ 6M6eoTHS 2 LpalJ FeN&HSMEHF FMIHHGBHSTVIN, UTHT &L 6V
ampemeaiu]d  UfluJeoriong: 2 6oTihSl, NS  eUeTIER WL W&
Q&FUIGH60TH.

&6V &L QSTH6LHILLIID 6reTlg Lisvoreml W SO mlelleor
NS (WNEHWLDTET LIGH WIS eMLNHSI6TETS. FhIGEHTeV )68 5 WMhIGET,
QsmeLdlWey  LemeoteyseT,  Flmumsefler  eugalluley, QeueflBTL ()
Liwleool1sefledt LIS6&H6T 6Te0lT jemenTSSEID ST HLev 3nle] LMHMILD
QamHleLmIL LIS &) meofl6or FTEOTMIG 6T 6 LD ST HIGETTE 6 LD
&l eIl (& &) 60T M 60T

MAY - JUNE




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)
L1600T60) L_LLI SOILpF SL1qul DTS ELILIVSET, 1H6)60) 8555 61T,
QUBMBIGLILIGET &6  GUITEo &L LIUI60THIS EHE G M MmemmI
allgelemnn&&LILILLer. Feor BTH, Grmwll Guprs, <SGl 2 6uslD,
Q& eoreor TLINfl& 8 GLIMedTm

Lev  BTR&ECmH  sWlprser &L aulflwings QBIHES DM
QETLILSGMET  euemisHHeory. ST  Uereorml () 6Umeool18 8 5 6ot
wiefssemsd aleTéa@Gl  WEHW LW - SEHEFTeLT  (NSH6V
Q&ETOWL 6T GSTLVQUMIHL &I, @6evHEHW  FIeaTmiseriaiin
Qgefleumsd &SMaomEsmlqWwg.  GCuaild, ‘euiflwdes srillumsser,
‘LILIQ6TLILITem6Y’, ‘ID&IenT&HSETEHF’, ‘neoflGlngsemey’ CUIMTETM HIeL&6rfley
&HL6V IDMHMID &LV UMW LG 6UIT600T60 60TSH 6T 85MT6uoT L LI (h) §) 60T M 60T.
@ema SUAWIfler QsTEHLEHIL L mlenaluld, SHLOFTT 6UMLDE 608 ulleor
aleUT5em& UL GeuerflLLI() &S 6 6T meor.

@58 emy, Levoren_ W SLOLPT sLIL6L &L (B QSTLH6LHIL LIS 6ot
QUETIFSH, H6T QEVHERUW WSTIHIGET, QST HTTHIGET,
MmomID  Uererml( Q&TLILUSeT wHwemed SMIss  allifleuns
SLTTUSH DG,

S0P IHLD SLsYILD:

sUllpisefler aumpeluwiey QBMIUINE) ‘SL6L WHEHUW @)L LD QLIMMIGTETS.

FHS @6evsEHWmIGTlev “GBEUISGS” Hemevr e &L CMTL LGH &GS

o flugl. @&Hemeoorulermel, SHLAIL T GQSTLILMLU  6UTLHEMSE

Wenm&6T, QSTOlLSHET WMmMID UeorUTl (R DFHIGET BOESGS
Q& flwel & eTmeot.
‘B P&DUSS BlvsSIDHESTT,

SLIL6L gl mUIULlL6eoTd.”- 98B meamml (Lim.149)
MAY - JUNE




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)

@& Gumerm FRISGLUUTLeSET 6, &SLLIGMIQU  6UTLDEHMSs,
SLVAINS QSTLILSET, eUMeul&HD, SHemmUNGEG HHIHIGET & Ulemel
AP&ETHEL US| QEUWUULG6TeNg. &HLemev QeueTml &LV eneuld

2 VM CHMTERE QEFOTMETE6T HLOILDTEET.

FHIS @6V WRISET6L &L QSTH6LHILLILD:

sullprser  HSLGMW  BrsfleasHer  Fmbs  lletm&ery
TOTUS MG TeT  OGHeaIaITeT SWSTIHBIGET &FHis @606 5 Whiserfley
Smeoor IR & 6eormeot. GMILILIMSG LILLQ60TLILITEM6V, & HTermI, L|mbITsmm
GuUmeTm mTeL&6ETleL, &LV QSHTNEEIL LD, HET (6T6 6T, LIUl6eoor
FMeTE6T, euetniles LUWeTUT(H, UHWemel IP&ETHeD 6G&eflelmseald
aleur18 8 L1 &) 60T 60T.

“QB(H MISL6V 2 WIT [HITeUTW G&ITeiTMILD [H6M6UL|L60T 6UIT6V..." -
LIL_ 19 60T LI LIT6DY6V:

@QbsalflEer, SLedler HeTld mmih HFHev Liwlennll&EGLD
o WIFLOTeoT [5T6U T & 6T (SLILIGVSEIT) LMl o 001 5\ 65T 60T
"IH6M6U U L_60TRUT6V” 6T60TM QEFMMRMIMTLY, HHE &HMTeLEH HLILIVEHET LIVSHSH
aULeUEmLOLIL|L 60T, Q& MemeVIBHIT(H & 61160 (H H S QU5 o lq UI6D 6L UL TS
@\ (BIHS 60T 6TEOTLIENSE & M&H TMSI.

SUUNTHET B GHEHHEGSG SILILIMID LW &5H&5omIqUl  HeooTL.  LIUI6o0TE
SLILIVGHEMET QULaIeMNGSE60TT. SIS I Liev aumenllasll QUITIHLS6T,
LOTBleVD HLBS 2 MUSH&G6T IDMHMILD LDTMHMNEFHNS 6 & MTevor(h 6UH S 60TH.

“QUIBMRISBL6L &LIHS QFLIL QLIIBHECHT CGLITev,

ANWmUMys SLILIGVE6T ST 6OTMEOT.” - LiMmBITemmi (LIT.56)

MAY - JUNE




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)
@QbBSUTLEN6Y, SHLemevs SHLEHGWL Qufl euenlless &LiL6LSserfler
QeauMls Q&meTEBl GHTMMID "QUIBHECSHT" ereor @UILILLUIUGSRDnS. @S
alwrmunmys sUuesefler: eamell@s slueseflear LievGeum
6T600T6001 1556008 616001185 BB ITE G 6V LI ULIGO0T | &5 856V 6T60T LIGUMEm M

et .QH0mbes  sWlprsar Sl Blev aFbLsemer WL (HILD
eveusl, QeuelIBMHGEBLET NWITUTT 2. Mme&H6T 606USS) (HHSH 60T
eTeTLISID Q& lWeu®BHMmS!.

Q5 TH6LEIL LI 9|LD&HIG%6IT

SHLILIV eTedTUGl  Sepssnmdgk SLedler eumuilevns  Blevgens L
NG ING L& weurmpadlLLd GBHMTHS LI ULI 6007185 85 &5 B LQ UL
QTP HIL LIFTHETIOTS @ BHSS. FRIG @6v5: WmkISs6rflev
GBHIIQsTI6 HIL LIe6emsHa0n @6veumalll L mevin, SLpeU(pld D& MBI 66T
BT 2R EH6VTD: 3] HLMLG6T, LITUIGEET, [HemelUleneoordseT GLImedrm
&HLLI6VSL_(hLOTeoT T M 61T, o_WIFLOIT6T IBITEUITUI& 6T, iBerLomeor
LIW6ooT&HMEEH ML QUL QUENLNESLILIL L 6m6. &TH ) esT FE5T 60
LweTUMSSID  OMeV&6T MmMID el FleTeTmISG6T. SHLILIVSHEHES
&Sl el QuWsEsD Q&EMHEHEGL "@LOBT" g "Brelsd”
6T60T LIGU T 856IT.

Q3 mHl6LBIL LI HIsw0) & 8 Mg 6iT:

SLALPTSH6T @Umengenlll LieTLh S,
1B 600T L& MeLLIWLIE0OTSH MG LD SLLEFTT 6l 55BN MG HmelTml IDF&
SHLILIGVE 66T &L_1960TT.
«  UMSHWIDIHIGET (teak, neem, jack) LIWLI6TLIH &S LILIL L 60T.
« SLOBMSGaTHTLILSMLLIINR 6T, BriFCsmI, Inmell6Ts S

6T600T Gl600T LI GLIMEOTM6M6U LL&FLILIL_L 60T.
MAY - JUNE




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)

« SLUUNET (NG UG MIGHET: [HTeUTU ((LN66DT), &HEITLD, SHT60oTdH 6T,
LIMTW6L, 3j6vofl, S6umiG, GenL, @L LIS, STHMTLL.

@emel eI spledlwiey 3jemeih&Cerm( &L L LILL L 6oT.

SLOLFMT aUJSHSED:
SO TE6T LI6ooTen LU STeVSH60 @) (HIHS! 6U600f 18D eLpeuld LILEeuMI
BTH&ECTTH QSTLIL eMeUSH(BHSETH. &HLILIVSH6T aUNUITSH | 6UTE6T

Q& meooT(h) Q&F6TM QLIMTIHL_GH6IT:

e

LD 6H & 6T

HIT6V LDMMID UL (LI QUIT(HL&6T
«  Geflinevor QUITIHLGH6T
«  [BITEOOTWMIGET (QUITEdT, QeueTer])

Gy, HGF&H&D, Feorm, 9CrLlw BMHIG&ET, FFLOWM, QSMETRAWT BT(H &H6T

AR WaHCMT(H SIemMUNG aletflaID BlapBSleTarsl. Quflevsv (Periplus of

the Erythraean Sea) Sa MIBMGI: “LLIDLGTF, WM CUITETM &6t M (LD &5 MG 6T

2 V& 6U6D0I S HETHIGETTE @) [HHS60T.”
WESERWSIOM(NS [H5 T HBIGET:

Lienpwl SLALp&LD Liew LNFLIEULDTET Slemm (L& 5] hIS 06T
Q&HMeO0T ) (HHSHS!. | 6M6L:

- wbysmy (srCaufliulbuLl 1georid): &mellif] ewmniler senguilev
@BHS S, FRIESHTVSH 6N W&HLIGUlL SlemmNaLD.
« WHIN): Limevor g WITSeflesT BLD @IBHS (NHH U HlemMmLNSLD.

MAY - JUNE




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)

AflE&ECL®M): UasFCHFH] MmBH @ UHS CIMLNE ST I8 6L 60T
Q&TLIL 6L SIemmN&LD.

LD6OOTL_LILD, SMH &G, Q&MWL IFSSHHESH MG, Li6Tel6T
LIWweTUmL Iy MG LD (e Gwnmuileor.

@5 SMMNSHMBIGHET SLOIDFTHET 6T &LVFTT FmLiL|sGemeT Qelerfls
@\ &5 T600T [ G5 60T (D 60T .

QeuefiBTL () S 6uectoTmISG6 6L HLALTSH6IT:
LIevGeum QeueflBml (B Liweooll&6T, S BTsleSSH 60T &6V 3mlemelll
L&D B &I 6TeIT6or [

Pliny the Elder (Gpmid): P &SH 6N BHS TH LG audluins

2 V5T S BIHLDHHNS Fo MR MITI.

Ptolemy (1G&&D): SLALPSGLD auenTL| afleuen LIL LD

DIkt IR

Hiuen Tsang (§eorld): sLAlpTsefler &evell, B, &L 6veudl

QU600 &GS L1 L|SHLDIHS 6.
Marco Polo: @evmlemns lnmmid SLolpserfledr &LeLFTy
QIMP&E&H LmN GMILLC H6Termy.

QB T6LEOIWIE) LTI BIGEIT:

sUUlpisefledr &L  FMibhs eumpenal 2 MIGILGSSID L6
Qs meLelWey FmeTmiser SUNESH D, SUWNSESHMHGSG 2 L LLmsSHevn
smeoorlU@Q & ermerr. Wf&HECILEH  6atm  QLSHL  CLMmOSTesor
S&pamilesefled  CrmniseEbLer SOWLFHET BLEHW  eumeoll&Hs
QSTLILISEHESTET ISHTTHIG6T 560 L5 S 6TeIT6oT.

MAY - JUNE




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)

OBIGHMLSSHI6TET GIITLOGT [HTE00TWIMBISET,  LOEDOT LIT600T L HI856T,
GLIemUGET DMMILD aUMeni&Hs &LV LWesSHME&GL LueTURSSLILIL L
QUMIBLGET, FRIGHMTVE &L aIIHHs eletisFRWler Lgsmer
FMOTMISGETTSH 2 6Temeor. LLIOLSTH  ereorliLBWL  &STCaILILLIDLIL 1q60TLD
USHWID CMOSHTeoTL &MU ST SlpTsHeflear Sienmuns
Ry 2 FoLILIMTS SN HH (HHS 6055 ST O G eoTme60T.
OQBIGRMLES BIGGLTUISET, GUBIAsTLI &6, fH enLIL|SeT,
LOMMID &L MLIUIETESH M TET SH6Mmi&H6T &ulemel Heler HaHTeLILE
A b emeoreml LTS5 L1608 5 6dTm 60T

GaID  Q&sTmens, WHN, orwi  Gumerm @ LMmiserley
SHEOTOLM&SLILLL QUTBLEET, SLIPTH6T6T &HL6V 6UMeollsGID 6TalaI6T6)
LJhS leTellel @BHSS TaTLmSS QSafleuBSSIRTmer. @h&lwmeaie
DL (HLDEVEVITLOGY, @)6VMBIEN &5, STUIVTH I, LGeuT W,
@BCHTCTAWM,&HIEUTIQUIT Gumerm BTH&Ge e sWpr  Lwenllss
FTOTMISGET SToTLILOSHTmeT. BIG6TeT Slemm&etled HemLss5 SLILI6D
LMBBIGET, SN  WHSIMHHEHET QUTMISGHILULL 660 &HEF &6,
LImevor LIS 6T MmN C&HMelleu o rmigetlev s meoor LILIB ISP TS TEHSHLD,
FHL6V aINlLIweooTmISGE 60T O 6mLWITETHISG6TTEH S &([HSL1LI(H) 5 60T 60T.
@) 6M6U 3T SIS O FTSH6M6TEH LA S TLELHIL LN LD &L sl mhell s g
& I5H LG L DELMM Quiw L1 &5 851 8 60) 6IT2_(IH 6 T8> (55 B) 60T M 60T
I fl&ECI®MH), melIL, ABEFFHOVTT GUMETH LGHSH6Tlev Sl 55
QUL &6, OF&HSHL(HLOMETHBIGHET, HITE00TLBIG6T GHwemnal &LlLprseserfler
&LILI6V &L (HILD QaTHNLHIL LSS U|LD HLVFTIMlemelu]Ld
2 MIHC\& UG 6OTM60T.

«  GUITLOGOT [BIT60OT UG 6T
«  HLILS6ENTET &WLDL|S6T
« &HLCMIBlIeVEIHETIL Q&5 MTELEN I 3|8 LDeITTTUIEFF 56T

@)6M6U METH GBI QML) FTETMISETTS 2_6TEIT60T.
MAY - JUNE




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)

@) 6Tem MW Blem6v:

sUlL&ESHar Fev ULUGHSH6fleL, GMLILTEG FTGEVAITLD, BTN,
5316 Cumearm @LBsefley umyburflu rssliues  Swmilliy
QETLIGMmE. &sLsmy Qummuilwey &sevall, @QBHW SLeLETH
LIV&HmeVESHNGID CGUMaTmenal SLOPTEHeflar QSTaTennenuls QSTLIT
9 HaHTMeT.HLILI  allgelemolil], &@BHISG SHlUUeseT, LerLilg
&LV 6T GUITeTMEm6U S0P &HSH 6V @) 60TMILD
& 600T(H LI19.8 85 L1 LI (R &) 65T M 60T .

Wgaan:

SLlprsefler &Ll &L (G HLEU mMle], 2 e0RMHGSWeTmHflums

afeTRSUIMSER M. @umenseamulll GUTmN, QSTWeLEHIL LI e L 6or

SHOVBWWLD CFFHSIF QF WL LT ST, aITSH6T HL6V GleeTm
TP, 2 VEHESHILT QSTLIL Q&SHMeoTL elenlls mleld B GL
QUBHEWLSHHRMSE. @6Temmul BHeferss &LMUL  elemTIERUIaILD
SLALIle0T Lipemnwlment nlemel QLG MIINMEHE @ UIsILD.

&160)600T HIT6L LIL1QLLI6V ;

QS MLSTLILIWILD — Q& ITET60L0 60 UG T MILD @) 6VEHUISLSTITLD
SIS BITEOMTMI, LIL_1960TLILITE06V, L|MBTETMI —

& 515 @) 6V 8 5\ WLITHI 5 61T

Periplus of the Erythraean Sea —

& Cy885 LIWLI6oof I WITeLeT(W S LILIL L aUTH S8 & MILIL &6

Roman Trade with India — Vimala Begley

“GLEVMQWGSLAILLT” — (LnemeTel T@ T M. @Tmng i




MENMATHI KOVAI TAMIL MANDRAM INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE RESEARCH THOUGHTS
GeTInG) Camemeal SO L6TMD FIalCHeF &L Tallnmer L ulallsLd
Volume :2 /Issue 2 / MAY 2025 elSSN 3049-3676 (Online)

“‘SLIP &S SIMMUNSGHIG6T” - CUTTRAFlWF@TT. Br&ssmL

“ 911168 B (M) & LTI M & &HEH6T — @) HSH) U
Q& mevedlwevgiemnm Indian Maritime Heritage — National Maritime
Foundation

e ‘ldsmreugeumm” - LB THIA S TeL6S W 6L Sien MG eueflui(h

e Travels of Marco Polo — Marco Polo

MAY - JUNE




